The Epiphany of the Lord

MASSES & INTENTIONS
SATURDAY, January 7, 2016
8:00 A.M. Mass — Sr. Zélie Thérése of the Redeemer
4:30 P.M. MASS - Dorothy Montou, Frances Meaux
SUNDAY, January 8, 2017
7:30 A.M. MASS - Pro Populo (For the People)
10:00 A.M. MASS - Edward Maddox, Leonard Beaubouef & Sons
MONDAY, January 9, 2017
6:30 A.M. MASS - Robert Joseph Alleman
TUESDAY, January 10, 2017
NO MASS
WEDNESDAY, January 11, 2017
6:30 A.M. MASS - Jade Conner
THURSDAY, January 12, 2017
5:30 P.M. MASS - Wendi Conner
FRIDAY, January 13, 2017
6:30 A.M. MASS - Pat Conner
SATURDAY, January 14, 2017
4:30 P.M. MASS - Frances Meaux, Jerome & Blanche Haas, Martin
Goodly, Lucian Victorian
SUNDAY, January 15, 2017
7:30 A.M. MASS - Pro Populo (For the People)
10:00 A.M. MASS - Margaret Karam, Edward Maddox, Leonard
Beaubouef & Sons

Last Week’s Collection $5,685.10

PRAYER LIST

Marvin Banks, Phil Beard, Charles Beaubouef, Gerry Beaubouef,
Quintan Bell, Joan Bertrand, Alvin & Sonja Billodeaux, Bruce & Diana
Brakel, Corey Briscoe, Douglas Briscoe, Luke Burnham, Bernice
Bushnell, Helen Bushnell, Kristin Carlton, Linda Beaubouef Cazes, David
& Natalie Carrier, Beatrice Cezar Fly., Vivian Cole Family, Florence
Comeaux, Richard Cooper, Virginia Cottongin, Aiden Darbonne, Carol
Deshotel, Jackie Deville, Jabe Doyle, David Fontenot, Donald Fontenot,
Justin Fontenot, Mary Ophelia Fontenot, Paul Fontenot, Rodney
Fontenot, Verlis Fontenot, Jeri Garcille, Tim Germany, , Elaine & Justin
Giles, Freddy & Becky Gorman, Daniel Goodly & Fly., Cathy Deshotel
Guillory, Victoria Lynn Guillory, Harrison Harmon, Joseph Harmon,
Mildred Harmon, Ester Harmon, Shirley Hebert, Jan Horton, Charlene
Ireland, John, Shenita & Perella Jackson. Joey James, Brayden Johnson,
Rudolph & Joyce Johnson, Paul LaFleur, Essie Langley, Grayce
LaRacca, Dwain LeBleu, Tina Morgan Lantier, Keith LeJeune, Lou,
Joseph, & Adam LeJeune, Mitch LeJeune, Willie Mae LeJeune, Kevin
Manuel, LuLu Manuel & Fly., Shirley Manuel, Trista Marler, Bonnie
McNabb, Patricia Mikas, Rita & Billy Miller, Charles Mancil, Joy Mancil,
Ray Marcantel, Trista Marler, Brandy McCarty, Sam & Rochelle
McMahon, Christina McNutt, Ronald Meaux, Russell Meaux, Clifford
Montou, Kara Montou, Glen Morgan, Carolyn Morgan, Nicholas Odum,
Gabriella & Martel Papillion, Howard Patin, Devin Pelt, Sally Pitre, Jimmy
Prudhomme, Ena Prudhomme Fly., Erin Ramos, Ashton Read, Ann
Reed, Cheryl Reed, Sara Reed & Fly., Lynda Reed, Ervin Reed, Leonard
Richard, Michael Roger, Beverly Romero and Fly., Ann Rooney, Vera
Ross, Rev. Fred Russi, Evelyn Sandell, Tina Sapienza, Quentin Savoie,
Sister Ann Margaret Savant, Tucker Scimemi, Helen Shreeman, Kolton
Squier, Leah Squier, Margie Smith, Donald Paul Sonnier, Barbara
Strickland, Lucille Strother, Carl Tarver, Kenneth Taylor, Carl
Thibodeaux, Celeman Thomas, Maynard Topping, Matthew Truman,
Dollyanna Victorian, Zachary Villereal, Linda Voeller, JoAnn Welch,
Robbie Willis, Odelia & Ernest Wilson, Nicole Young

Leading the Rosary before Mass this Weekend
4:30 P.M. — Haddie Goodly 7:30 A.M. — Lucy Brandon
10:00 A.M. — Deacon Norris Chapman

Vocations Candle — Bobby & Lucy Brandon
Vocations Cross — Bobby & Lucy Brandon

Divine Intimacy Reading Guide
Jan. 8" — Jan. 15" Entry Number
Sunday 42
Monday 44
Tuesday 45
Wednesday 46
Thursday 47
Friday 48
Saturday 50
Sunday 49

Poinsettias for Christmastide
In Memory of Harvey Broussard and Sr. Zélie Thérése of the Redeemer
In Memory of Sonny Berlinger & C.C. Horton
In Memory of Douglas R. Daigle and in honor of Jeane Daigle
In Memory of Nakia (Nick) Ware & Joseph Carrier
In Memory of ElImo Smith
In Memory of Stacey & Leonard Beaubouef and Tush Strother
In Memory of Fran Meaux
In Memory of Jerome & Blanche Haas
In Memory of Russell Duplechain

Ladies Altar Society
As we begin a new year the Ladies Altar Society would like to welcome
all SJoA ladies to join our organization. Dues are $20 per year.
Checks are payable to the Ladies Altar Society and may be mailed to
Sandy Scimemi at P.O. Box 210, Oberlin, LA. Our next meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, February 7" at 5:30 P.M.

Glad Tidings Program
Sunday, January 15, 2017 — Second Sunday in Ordinary Time:
Bishop Glen John Provost reads the Gospel of the day from St. John
(1:29-34) and speaks on the importance of the scripture.

Diocese of Lake Charles Respect Life Banquet

The Respect Life Banquet will be held at the Lake Charles Civic Center
January 17, 2017. Doors open at 6 P.M. with a Silent Auction. Tickets
are $50. For more information contact Iddiocese.org or
rachels.vineyard@Icdiocese.org. You may also call 337-439-7400
EXT: 317. Proceeds benefit youth Pilgrims for March for Life and the
Grief to Grace at Rachel’s Vineyard.

++++++++

This Week @ SJoA
% Sunday, January 8 — R.C.I.A. at 5:00 P.M.; Ultreya at
5:00 P.M.; Solemn Holy Hour at 6:00 P.M.
% Monday, January 9, 2016 — K.C. Meeting at 6:30 P.M.
< Wednesday, January 11" — ADORATION 7:00 A.M. to
8:00 P.M.; CCD and Youth Group

FROM FATHER CONNER

1. Tomorrow (Monday, January 9”’) brings the liturgical Season of
Christmas to a close, though in some respects it continues through
February 2" the Purification of the Blessed Virgin Mary, also
known as “Candlemas.” Practically, this means the spirit of
Christmas continues but is not observed in holy Mass (e.g., we’'ll be
seeing green vestments real soon). So then, don’t hesitate in
keeping the spirit of Christmas in your hearts and homes. | will not
hesitate saying: “Merry Christmas.” Hope you won't either!

2. Tomorrow (Monday, January 9“‘) is the Solemnity of Our Lady of
Prompt Succor. Our Lady is the patroness of the State of Louisiana
under this title (“Prompt Succor”). We should not forget the
wonders (read: miracles) God has worked in our state. (New
Orleans was spared twice through her intercession!) | encourage
you to attend holy Mass on her feast tomorrow. Mass is at the
usual time of 6:30 am.


mailto:rachels.vineyard@lcdiocese.org

WHAT WE BELIEVE...WHY WE BELIEVE IT

RESPECT FOR THE MOST HOLY EUCHARIST, PART 1

God exists as a triune Being. He is one and the same God in
three divine Persons; Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The three
persons are one, yet distinct. Time, space and dimension are
boundaries of nature established for nature by the
Supernature—God. Therefore, He is not bound by those
boundaries, but rather imposes them on us. Because He is not
bound by time, space and dimension, He experiences
everything in the present. You and | can recall what happened a
moment ago, anticipate what may happen a moment from now,
and experience the present in...well, the present. For God,
though, He experiences everything—from the creation of the
universe to the end of the universe—all in the present. That is
an interesting and perhaps even a mind-boggling concept
requiring some contemplation on our part to realize the full
ramifications of it all, so we’ll make a practical application of it
now to help drive home a point.

Because Jesus is God, the second Person of the Trinity, even
while on earth He knew all things; He knew them all in the
present. While on the cross He saw all the saints of the future
(e.g., St. Francis, St. Anthony, St. Theresa, etc.) and all the evil
of mankind (e.g., abortion, godless communism, Hitler, etc.), all
at the same time. As God, He saw all these things and more, but
as man His suffering on the cross was increased by the evils,
while the good actually eased His suffering.

Evil, which is anything contrary to the holy will of God, no matter
how small, increases Christ's suffering on Calvary, and it is
worthy of punishment by Him. Evil is tantamount to spitting on
Christ or ridiculing Him on the cross, but we see from the Gospel
accounts that goodness is also a consolation to Him on the
cross—the “good thief” and His mother's comforting presence.
When we do good and avoid evil, we join the Blessed Virgin
Mary in consoling Christ on the cross. When we commit evil, we
join His tormentors at the foot of the cross...and even Satan...to
make His suffering worse.

The Eucharist is the very heart of our holy and ancient faith. It is
for this reason that Holy Mother Church, Christ's arbiter on
earth, has established certain norms pertaining to our
participation in the Mass, Communion and Adoration. These
norms fall under both rules and moral teachings. This article will
be the first to examine what we do, what we fail to do, and what
we should do when it comes to the Mass and the Eucharist.

Let's begin with attire. If you had an audience with the Holy
Father, how would you dress? Would you go dressed for a
picnic, or would you wear your best? Unless you’re a person
who lacks complete respect for yourself or the Holy Father, you
would wear your best to such an audience, of course. You
wouldn’t wear formal wear, such as a tuxedo or an evening
gown, but neither would you wear blue jeans and a tee shirt or
shorts and a halter top. You would dress for the occasion.

The Holy Father is merely a man. He is a very special man, by
all means, chosen by the Holy Spirit through the College of
Cardinals to lead His Church on earth, but a man nonetheless. If
we would dress appropriately for an audience with the Holy
Father, where do we get off dressing like we’re going to a picnic
for the God of all creation at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass? Go
to St. Peter’s at the Vatican and try getting in dressed like that.
The Swiss Guard will stop you and direct you to a room where
you can borrow appropriate attire for your visit. Why? Because
you are making a visit to a home of the Infinite Incarnate Word
of God!

Many people have told me they don’t dress up for Mass
because they don’t want to make the poor feel uncomfortable.
That is a pitiful and invalid excuse. We don’t go to Mass for the
poor. We don’t go to Mass to be with the people. We don’t go to
Mass to have a social gathering. We go to Mass to worship our
Creator, the one true living and omnipotent God! A reality we all
need to face about the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is, the ONLY
purpose for going to Mass is to obey God’s command that we
worship Him as He desires. Read the Old Testament sometime.
God very specifically told Moses how He wanted to be
worshipped under the old covenant. Jesus told His apostles how
He wants to be worshipped under the new covenant, and He left
Holy Mother Church to set the standards for our participation in
that worship. The Church’s standard is set by demanding
appropriate attire, a demand we pay little if any attention to in
modern America.

Let's take this a step further. The sixth commandment says,
“You shall not commit adultery”. That commandment implies
many other things, though, and the Church is the authoritative
voice for those teachings. The sixth commandment actually
deals with adultery, fornication, contraception, homosexual
activity, prostitution, premarital sex, masturbation, pornography,
and all forms of immodest behavior, impurity, and everything
that leads to impurity. The sixth commandment applies to sexual
activities, but the ninth commandment applies to all sexual
temptations and imaginings.

I'm sorry if you'll be offended by this, but what we look at next
applies directly to women, and indirectly to men. Ladies, when
you come to Holy Mass looking like you were poured into your
pants (usually jeans) and wearing halter tops and spaghetti
straps, short skirts and short pants, you are dead wrong. Not
only are you being immodest in your dress, but you serve to be
a temptation to men...a temptation that can send both the
wearer and the looker to eternity in hell.

“Well, the nerve of Joe Sixpack! | have the right to wear
whatever | want!” No, ladies, you don’t. One of the problems
with Americans is that we have become confused about what
our rights are. Archbishop Fulton Sheen taught rightly that there
is a difference between liberty and license. License is doing as
we want; liberty is doing as we ought. Just because | want to do
a thing doesn’t mean it's my right, regardless of what some
judge says. He’s not the final judge. God is the final judge. And
God says that doing what | ought, what I'm supposed to do, is
liberty. So | have a right to do what I’'m supposed to do, not what
| want to do.

We live in a sex saturated society. But we Catholics are
obligated to set the example. One of the silliest things | ever saw
one day was when a very attractive Catholic woman vocally
criticized a priest who had been found out to have a lady friend,
and she made her criticisms known while dressed in Daisy
Dukes and a halter top. What right did she have to be that
priest’s critic? NONE! Don’t throw stones if you live in a glass
house.

No doubt this article has ruffled a few feathers, but | hope it
motivates some discussion on the topic of proper dress for Holy
Mass...and daily life, for that matter.
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